Get Found Locally: Top 10 things to get
your lowa City Business Seen

Set up and fully optimize your Google Business Profile (GBP): This is arguably the most

important step for local SEO. Ensure all information (Name, Address, Phone number, website,
hours, categories, description) is accurate and complete. Add high-quality photos and videos,
and regularly post updates, offers, and events.

e Example: A local bakery should list their specific categories (e.g., "Bakery," "Coffee
Shop," "Custom Cakes"), update holiday hours, and post photos of their fresh goods.

Ensure NAP (Name, Address, Phone number) consistency across all online platforms:
Your business name, address, and phone number should be exactly the same on your website,
GBP, social media profiles, and all other online directories and citations.

e Example: If your GBP lists "123 Main St.", your Yelp, Facebook, and website contact
page should not use "123 Main Street" or "123 Main".

Perform local keyword research: Identify the terms your target customers are using when
searching for businesses like yours in your local area. Use these keywords naturally in your
website content, GBP description, and online listings.

e Example: A hair salon in lowa City should target keywords like "hair salon lowa City,"
"best haircuts lowa City," "hair coloring near me," etc.

Optimize your website for local SEO:

e Include local keywords in your website content, title tags, meta descriptions, and
headings.

Create location-specific pages if you serve multiple areas.

Embed a Google Maps of your business location on your contact page.

Ensure your website is mobile-friendly and loads quickly.

Use schema markup to help search engines understand your business information.

Build local citations: Get your business listed in relevant online directories (like Yelp, Bing
Places, Apple Maps, industry-specific directories, and your local Chamber of Commerce
website). Ensure your NAP information is consistent on these citations.

e Example: A local restaurant should be listed on restaurant-specific directories like
OpenTable and Resy, in addition to general directories.



Get and manage online reviews: Encourage satisfied customers to leave reviews on your
GBP and other relevant platforms. Respond to all reviews, both positive and negative, in a
professional and timely manner.

e Example: After a customer has a positive experience, you can politely ask them to leave
a review or send a follow-up email with a direct link to your GBP review page.

Build local backlinks: Obtain links to your website from other reputable local websites, such as
local businesses you partner with, community organizations, or local blogs.

e Example: Sponsor a local event and get a link back from the event's website, or offer a
testimonial to a local supplier in exchange for a link.

Create locally focused content: Regularly create blog posts, articles, or guides that are
relevant to your local audience. This can include local news, events, or information about your
services in the context of your community.

e Example: A local hardware store could write a blog post about "Preparing Your Garden
for Spring in lowa City" or "Best Local Home Improvement Resources."

Optimize for mobile devices: Ensure your website is fully responsive and provides a seamless
experience for users on smartphones and tablets, as many local searches happen on mobile.

e Example: Check your website using Google's Mobile-Friendly Test tool and make
necessary adjustments to improve usability on smaller screens.

Track and analyze your local SEO performance: Use tools like Google Analytics and Google
Search Console to monitor your website traffic, keyword ' rankings, and other key metrics.? This
will help you understand what's working and identify areas for improvement.
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